
 
For Immediate Release 
July 10, 2006 
 
Contact: Veronica LaDuke 
517-373-1725 
 
 

New law allows apprentice hunters into the woods 
 
LANSING – It just got easier for first-time hunters to experience the sport in Michigan under 
legislation signed into law Monday, announced Sen. Michelle McManus, sponsor of the bill. 
 
“Allowing first-time hunters to enter the woods under the watchful eye of a mentor is a 
responsible way to introduce them to the sport,” said McManus, R-Lake Leelanau. “I’m very 
excited to see this bill become law because it opens the door to allow more people to experience 
Michigan’s rich hunting heritage.” 
 
Senate Bill 1105, now Public Act 282, creates an apprentice hunting license program in 
Michigan. The license allows a first-time hunter to experience the sport before completing a 
hunter’s safety course. The individual must be accompanied by a licensed adult at least 21 years 
old. 
 
A person who is of legal hunting age can apply for an apprentice license if he or she has not 
previously held a standard hunter’s license. A person could hunt with an apprentice hunting 
license for just two years. To continue hunting after that, he or she would need to apply for a 
standard license and pass a hunting safety course.  
 
A separate bill, House Bill 5192, sponsored by Rep. Scott Hummel, would lower the legal 
hunting age from 14 to 12 years of age for large game and 12 to 10 years for small game. HB 
5192 was also signed into law as Public Act 280. 
 
Michigan joins six other states with similar legislation, including Minnesota, Ohio and Illinois. 
 

### 
 
 

 
 


